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Small Town Feel +
Big City Demographics

Nestled along the Blue River, surrounded by the majestic high peaks of the Rocky
Mountains, and only an hour’s drive from Denver, the Town of Silverthorne offers an
outstanding location for businesses of all types and sizes. More and more businesses are
finding our riverfront mountain Town to be a strategic location for their success.

Silverthorne’s location along Interstate 70, and our close proximity to five of North
America’s premier ski resorts, brings an unbeatable demographic to our front door. With
more than 10 million vehicles traveling to Silverthorne via Interstate 70 annually, it is truly a
“river of revenue” for businesses that locate here.

With abundant shopping and outdoor recreation opportunities, visitors flock to Silverthorne
year round. The Outlets at Silverthorne, an upscale regional outlet, is a major guest attraction
bringing tens of thousands of customers to Silverthorne’s front door annually.

Silverthorne also enjoys Summit County’s highest population of year-round residents,
adding a consistent and valuable customer base for our businesses.

Businesses that look deeper than basic census data will gain a true understanding of
Silverthorne’s powerful economic position within the region, and businesses that choose to
locate in Silverthorne are rewarded with an outstanding return on investment.

Take a closer look at investing in Silverthorne, and you will see why American City Business
Journals ranks the town as one of the Top 10 micropolitan areas in the country, and why
Foreign Direct Investment magazine has named Silverthorne as a “North American City
of the Future.”
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Powerful Demographics

Population: Silverthorne: 3,927
Summit County: 28,296
Summit County Peak Population*: 160,111

Population Forecast: Silverthorne lies within Colorado’s Western Slope which is one of the
fastest growing areas of the State. The 2000 Census ranks Summit County as the 2nd
highest population growth rate out of the 63 counties in Colorado. In the last decade,
Silverthorne has experienced a 95% increase in population. It’s also critical to consider
peak population in the county, which was 156,419 in 2004-2005, and is expected to climb to
180,000 by 2009.

*The peak population is defined as the highest number of residents, second home owners,
skiers, and day visitors in the county at any given time. In other words, Census population
statistics don’t begin to tell the story of our true demographic power.

Transportation

Access to Silverthorne is made easy by our location along the Interstate 70 corridor which
directly connects Denver to Silverthorne. Silverthorne is located 65 miles west of Denver
and 100 miles from Denver International Airport. Interstate 70 is the main route for skiers
driving to five major Colorado ski resorts, all of which are located within 30 minutes of
Silverthorne. With more than 10 million vehicles traveling along Interstate 70 each year, it is
truly a “river of revenue” from the perspective of Silverthorne businesses.

Transportation around the County is also a breeze. Snow plowing in the winter is second to
none, and public transportation in Summit County is provided, for free, by the Summit Stage
to over 1.75 million riders annually. Bus service is available to most ski areas, medical cen-
ters, employment centers, and certain residential areas in Summit County.

“The Town of Silverthorne is committed to recruiting and retaining
quality businesses. Our experience in working with the Town during
our comprehensive remodel project was simply outstanding.”

Dottie Montana
General Manager
Outlets at Silverthorne



Outstanding Quality of Life

Climate: Silverthorne’s location in the wide valley of the lower Blue River has gained it a
reputation as being the “banana belt” of Summit County. Many sunny days bring a sense of warmth
to our winter days, and pleasant summer temperatures are the envy of many Denver residents.
Highly proficient snowplowing operations in Summit County allow you to enjoy the snow without
travel headaches.

Average High Temp July 74°
Average Annual Snowfall 139”
Average Annual Precipitation 16”
Average High Temp Jan. 32°

Recreation + Culture

In addition to skiing, hiking, biking, sailing, and other outdoor activities that are popular in the wilder-
ness areas directly adjacent to Silverthorne, the Town of Silverthorne also offers a
variety of recreational amenities. The Blue River, which holds claim to the title of “Gold Medal Fishing
Stream,” provides an outstanding catch and release fishing opportunity as it winds through the town.
The Town’s 62,000 sq. ft. Recreation Center, parks and walking/biking paths round out the Silverthorne
recreational experience. Silverthorne is also home to the privately owned Raven at Eagles Nest golf
course which provides spectacular views from each of its fairways.

For cultural experiences, the Silverthorne Pavilion is one of Summit County’s premier venues for a wide
variety of performances, from rock to classical, and everything in between. The Pavilion is the centerpiece
of the Town’s recently completed Town Center, a mixed-use riverfront development.



Housing
Summit County voters recently voted in favor of legislation which will provide an estimated
$32 million during the next 10 years for affordable housing assistance for employees in
Summit County who wish to purchase a residence. Silverthorne provides one of the more
affordable options in the state for those looking for a mountain resort town quality of
life. Silverthorne offers a range of housing options from one-bedroom apartments to
high-end luxury housing. The Town of Silverthorne is committed to providing affordable
workforce housing and several affordable housing developments are currently being
planned in Silverthorne.

Labor Force
The predicted growth in Summit County, coupled with the affordable housing commitment,
ensure that the size of the workforce in Summit County will be adequate to supply quality
employees to existing and future businesses. Summit County also has an extremely high
percentage (48.3%) of adults 25 and older with bachelor's degrees. Below is a snapshot of
the current breakdown of Silverthorne’s workforce by Industry.

Retail Trade 31.6%
Accommodations and Food Service 14.5%
Construction 12.6%
Administrative and Waste Services 8.5%
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, and Rentals 6.5%
Government 6.4%
Transportation and Warehousing 5.8%
Prof, Tech Services, Health Care, Social, Education, and Arts 4.3%
Mining 3.4%
Other Services 3.0%
Information 1.7%
Wholesale Trade 1.7%

Education
The Summit County School District includes six Elementary Schools, including the recent-
ly opened Silverthorne Elementary, one Middle School, and one High School. The District
is noted for its outstanding curriculum, high caliber teaching staff, as well as community
involvement efforts. Academic test scores from these schools are among the highest in the
nation, and High School graduation rates reflect this fact. Accredited by the North Central
Association of Secondary Schools and by the Colorado Department of Education, the high
school holds membership in the National Association for College Admission Counseling
and Colorado Council of High School/College Relations.

Colorado Mountain College also provides two campuses in Summit County. Colorado
Mountain College offers science and liberal arts associate degrees designed to give a
broad and solid academic foundation transferable to four-year colleges and universities.
Few other colleges match its invigorating blend of hands-on outdoor education, personal
attention and rigorous academic preparation.
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