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TOWN OF SILVERTHORNE 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: RYAN HYLAND, TOWN MANAGER 
 
FROM: J. MATTHEW MIRE, TOWN ATTORNEY 
 KENDRA L. CARBERRY, ESQ.  
 
DATE: APRIL 26, 2016 
 
RE: HOUSE BILL 16-1073 – ELECTRICIAN VERIFICATION 
 
 

This memorandum summarizes House Bill 16-1073 ("HB 1073"), entitled "Concerning 
the Qualifications of Licensed Electricians," which became effective on April 15, 2016.  In a 
general sense, HB 1073 amends C.R.S. § 12-23-106, et seq. governing the requirements for 
licensed electricians.  Specifically, HB 1073 institutes continuing education requirements for 
electricians and creates a duty on the part of government entities to ensure compliance with HB 
1073's requirements. 

HB 1073 was initiated by the electricians' union and had the support of both houses.  The 
goals of HB 1073 were to make testing requirements for electricians easier while ensuring 
compliance with licensure requirements through local government inspections.  Because of the 
potential burden imposed by a requirement that a government official inspect every project 
involving an electrician, HB 1073, as amended, does not require such inspections in all 
circumstances, provided the government entity has a procedure in place for doing so. 

Through June 1, 2017, a licensed electrician who is seeking to renew his or her 
electrician license must demonstrate competency through testing.  C.R.S. § 12-23-
106(4)(d)(I)(A).  Such testing may be performed by private entities if it is administered in 
compliance with the rules promulgated by the state electrical board (the "Board").  Id.  This 
provision will be repealed, however, on January 1, 2018.  HB 1073, § 1. 
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Beginning on January 1, 2018, no electrician may renew or reinstate a license unless the 
applicant has completed 24 hours of continuing education subsequent to the date of the 
applicant's initial licensure.  HB 1073, § 1.  Alternatively, if the applicant's license was renewed 
or reinstated, the education requirement must be completed after the date of the most recent 
renewal or reinstatement.  Id. 

On or before April 1, 2017, the Board must adopt continuing education requirements and 
standards relating to core competencies, which are to be determined by the board.  Id.  Such 
continuing education must include course work relating to the National Electrical Code.  Id.  The 
Board also may create rules relating to audit standards to ensure licensee compliance with the 
continuing education and testing requirements.  Id. 

HB 1073 further mandates that any project inspected by a "government entity" must 
include "a contemporaneous review" to ensure that the electricians and apprentices working at a 
job site are licensed pursuant to C.R.S. §§ 12-23-105 and 12-23-110.5.  HB 1073. § 2.  The term 
"government entity" includes "the state, an incorporated town or city, a county, a city and 
county, or a qualified state institution of higher education."  HB 1073 § II.1 

Each government entity must develop standards to advise its inspectors how to conduct 
the contemporaneous review.  Id.  Each government entity also must post prominently on its 
public website its most current procedures relating to contemporaneous reviews.  Id.  Finally, 
although HB 1073 does not require a contemporaneous review for every project inspection, each 
government entity's procedures must preserve the inspector's ability to confirm compliance with 
the statutory licensing requirements at all times.  Id.  Inspectors may file a complaint with the 
board for any violation of these statutory requirements.  Id. 

To comply with the requirements of HB 1073, the Town must draft rules governing the 
Town's procedures for contemporaneous review of electricians and apprentices working on 
projects within the Town limits.  The Town then must post these rules on its public website.  The 
Town must draft and post the aforementioned rules as soon as possible, as this requirement of 
HB 1073 went into effect on April 15, 2016.  We would be happy to assist with the drafting of 
the rules.  

As always, should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact 
us. 

                                                 
1  The term does not expressly include home rule municipalities, and the bill does not include a declaration of 
statewide concern, so there may be a home rule argument to be made.  However, we have not included that analysis 
here. 


