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 SILVERTHORNE TOWN COUNCIL  
Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, June 10, 2015 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Those members present and answering Roll Call were Mayor Pro Tem Ann-Marie Sandquist, 
Council Members, Derrick Fowler, Peggy Long, Russ Camp, and Stuart Richardson.  Bruce 
Butler absent.  Staff members present were, Town Manager Ryan Hyland, Chief Mark 
Hanschmidt, Administrative Services Director Donna Braun, Recreation Director Joanne Cook, 
Public Works Director Bill Linfield, Assistant Town Manager Mark Leidal, Planner II Lina 
Lesmes, Senior Planner Matt Gennett, Town Attorney Matt Mire and Town Clerk Michele 
Miller. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
Cook reported on the Recreation Center, Pavilion, and Town events.  The Parks, Trails, and 
Open Space Master Plan is being re-done and she noted the upcoming meetings. 
Matt Gennett introduced new employee, Gregory Roy, Planner I/Code Enforcement. 
Council welcomed Mr. Roy.  
Hanschmidt reported on the success of the Safe Summer Kickoff.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
None.  
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
Terry McGeehan, President of the Elks Lodge, thanked Council for the money given to them 
through the Small Business Grant program.  The appreciated the EDAC letter acknowledging 
their contributions to the community.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: 
RICHARDSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR INCLUDING THE 
MINUTES FROM MAY 27, 2015.  MOTION SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
BY COUNCIL PRESENT.  (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
A.  Town Center Sign Variance – 358 Blue River Parkway – Tract B, Silverthorne Town 
 Center Subdivision 
Lina Lesmes, Senior Planner, presented the applicant’s request for a variance to allow them a 
freestanding sign taller than 18 feet in height and greater than 60 square feet.  She reviewed 
her staff memo and the Board of Adjustment’s eight variance criteria for granting a variance.  
She recommended denial based on the one-thru eight variance criteria not being met.  
Long asked if the current Town Center sign would remain and if this sign would be additional. 
Lesmes stated that current sign is no longer on Town property and they propose that it be 
removed. 
Ryan stated we still have some shared parking and signage with NRC Silverthorne.  They are 
rethinking all of the signage for the area.  From staff’s prospective the marque sign has never 
been in a good location and are thinking about relocating it, especially with the Theater moving 
to the area.  
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Sandquist asked staff if waiting and working on a coordinated sign plan for the area might be a 
better idea than granting one sign variance.   
Lesmes stated tonight is more about the height and location of the sign but either way the 
Comprehensive Sign Plan will have to be reworked.  There is an alternative motion, in the 
packet, approving the variance with one condition, that the applicant work jointly with the Town 
to amend the Town Center Comprehensive Sign Plan.  
Richardson asked about previous signage discussions during the Town Center land sale, six 
months ago. 
Hyland stated at the time of sale, there was a discussion about deficiencies both parties saw in 
the Town Center signage and that something needed to be changed. 
Long would like to see the Comprehensive Sign Plan reworked for the area before we approve 
a variance. 
Applicant. 
Tom Ethington, NRC Silverthorne, the Silverthorne Town Center, stated tonight he brought 
other Town Center tenants and a sign expert tonight.  He reviewed the proposed sign, high 
quality, high standards, and visibility.  He went over what is unique to their site and why they 
need a variance: their location next to Highway 9, setbacks, visibility with the bend in road, 
tons of utilities, street lights, and waste water drainage pipes.  They paid for utility locators and 
came up with two locations for the sign and this is the best one.  They are requesting eight-
nine square feet sign but included in that is twenty-five square feet to include the Silverthorne 
Town Center brand, but that can be removed if the size is too large.  A lot of time has been 
spent on the sign, size, architecture, and branding and marketing for this area. 
Fowler asked if this sign would include the Pavilion, Theater and Cutthroat Angler signage. 
Hyland reviewed the placement of the sign and the need for future signs in the area.  
Rick Bellefeuille, YESCO, presented a new rendering of the proposed sign.  They have looked 
into the branding for the Town Center.  There was a visibility study done for the area recently.  
He passed out an underground utility location sheet.  He spoke about incorporating the utility 
box, into the sign, to hide it.  The placement of the sign has been difficult due to the berm, 
trees and utilities.  Some of the sign’s height is for Silverthorne Town Center’s identification.  
They have looked at signs located close to the development.  The sign has a sense of place 
and keeps the design element.  They originally proposed one hundred and twenty-five square 
feet and reduced it to eighty-nine, per the Town’s request.  
Richardson asked why they got away from the rock face bottom. 
Bellefeuill stated they could incorporate it if directed to by the applicant and the Town. 
Citizen comments. 
Chris Carren, Local’s Liquors, has twenty years of billboard experience.  A sign is only good if 
you can see it.  This sign is visible and continues the branding.  They love the idea of the new 
sign.  All the businesses in the center need to be branded together.  They think they do things 
differently and the sign will help establish that.   
Shervin Rashidi, new Town Center restaurant owner, has signed a lease with the Town Center 
and is opening an Italian Restaurant.  He is concerned about how are people going to find 
them.  They are off the main road.  This sign or any sign is important to get people in the 
center.  The sign must be large and include branding.  There is another sign in front of the 
Comfort Dental sign, they would like to see both redone.  
Council comments. 
Long was skeptical at first but changed her mind after the presentation and agrees with the 
additional height request.  She supports approving the varaince with the condition. 
Richardson agrees. 
Fowler agrees.  
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LONG MOVED TO APPROVE THE TOWN CENTER TRACT B. VARIANCE TO ALLOW A 
FREESTANDING SIGN WITH A HEIGHT OF 20 FEET AND AN AREA OF 89 SQUARE 
FEET IN THE HWY 9 SIGN DISTRICT AND NOT MEETING THE 5-FOOT SETBACK 
REQUIRMENT SET FORTH IN SECITON 4-9-17, FINDING THAT ALL VARIANCE 
CRITERIA HAVE BEEN MET AND WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITION: 

1. THAT THE APPLICANT WORKS JOINTLY WITH THE TOWN TO AMEND THE 
TOWN CENTER COMPREHENSIVE SIGN PLAN.   

MOTION SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY COUNCIL PRESENT. 
(BUTLER ABSENT)  
 
LIQUOR BOARD: 
The Mint Country Club – Renewal of H & R Liquor License 
 
LONG MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINT COUNTRY CLUB’S RENEWAL OF HOTEL & 
RESTAURANT LIQUOR LICENSE.  MOTION SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY BY COUNCIL PRESENT. (BUTLER ABSENT)  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
A. Ordinance 2015-08; an Ordinance Approving a Major Amendment to the South 
 Maryland Creek Ranch Planned Unit Development, 2nd Reading 
Public hearing opened. 
Sandquist stated she has listened to the full recording of the last Town Council meeting.   
Matt Mire, Town Attorney, stated Mayor Pro Tem Sandquist is eligible to vote even though she 
is presiding over the meeting tonight.   He also reviewed previous Council and legal Counsel 
discussions regarding possible conflicts of interest for Councilmembers Long and Richardson 
from the December 10, 2014 and March 11, 2015 Town Council meetings.  He reviewed Home 
Rule Charter, Section 3.9 Conflict of Interest.  Council, Long and Richardson have already 
considered the potential for conflict of interest.  Meir asked Richardson and Long again if 
anything had changed in their circumstances.   
Long and Richardson replied that nothing has changed in their circumstances.  
Matt Gennett Planning Manager, presented Ordinance 2015-08 for Council’s consideration but 
did not do a full presentation again.  He summarized his staff memo dated 6-5-15, nothing has 
changed since the full presentation on May 27, 2015.   
Applicant. 
Tom Everest, applicant, appreciates all the time spent by Council and staff on the project.  He 
did not have any additional information to present.   
Richardson tried to put in an amendment to delay the small road linking with Hunters Creek, at 
the last meeting.  He doesn’t think the camera will curtail contractors over the ten years build 
out.   He asked Mr. Everest if he had ever thought about keeping that road closed.  
Everest stated per the Town, they need a second access.  They would like to redo the 
entrance road.   
Sandquist stated the Town wants two points of access, two entrances. 
Public hearing closed.  
Council comments.  
Long has nothing to add, it is a great project and wants to see it get going.  
Camp is comfortable with the two-hundred and forty units; he appreciates the changes made 
by the development.  The price range will be what this county can afford. 
Richardson stated his view has not changed since point zero.  He views this as an annexation.  
It was a good plan presented in 2007 with one house per five acres.  It is a very sensitive area 
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and it affects down valley.  The PUD blows the Comprehensive Plan out of the water.  He 
supports the 2007 project. 
Fowler stated his views have not changed and he does not need to repeat. 
Sandquist supports the project. She thanked the applicant for taking the extra time to visit with 
the community. 
FOWLER MOVED TO APPROVE ON SECOND READING, ORDINANCE NO. 2015-08, AN 
ORDINANCE APPROVING A MAJOR AMENDMENT TO THE SOUTH MARYLAND CREEK 
RANCH PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT. MOTION SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED BY 
COUNCIL 4-1. (BUTLER ABSENT) (RICHARDSON NAY) 
  
B.  Resolution 2015-10; a Resolution Approving the South Maryland Creek Ranch  
 Development Agreement between the Town of Silverthorne and Maryland Creek 
 Ranch, LLC 
Public hearing opened. 
Mark Leidal, Assistant Town Manager, presented Resolution 2015-10 for Council’s consideration.  
He reviewed the points outlined in the agreement.  Passing this resolution approves the 
Development Agreement between the Town of Silverthorne and Maryland Creek Ranch, LLC.  
He recommended approval.  
Richardson asked if there is an end date for this agreement, saying the development has to be 
completed in ten to fifteen years.  Is there assurance that the project will start; it’s already been 
ten years.  
Leidal stated you cannot predict the absorbsion of a project.  There are no assurances. 
Everist corrected the density; it is one unit per 1.7 acre.  He assured everyone that the project 
won’t be half done.  Bonds will not be issued until the project is built.  He supports the agreement.  
Citizen comments.  
Leslie LeCoq, 235 Maryland Creek Trail, stated the Councilmembers gave the applicant two 
months to compromise on density.  She wants it on the record that there was no compromise on 
density.  She asked how many people spoke against this project and how many spoke in favor of 
it at the meeting.  She doesn’t believe the Councilmembers really looked at this project.  There 
were six newspaper articles against the project.  Council has lost all trust and all respect of the 
community.  Council took up two months of everyone’s time.  She hopes they are proud of their 
efforts.  There was a very small sacrifice made by Mr. Everist.   South Maryland Creek Ranch 
could not even come down in density by ten to twenty lots, to pull this community together.  When 
we lost Councilmember Jon Bird and they lost their support on Council.  There will be a lot of 
repercussions from this decision when second homeowners find out what has happened, there is 
zero trust or respect for the Town or Developer.   
Everist respectfully disagrees with Ms. LeCoq’s position.  They have made a stupendous effort 
with the community.  He senses a lot of community support from the community.  
LeCoq stated again no compromised was made. 
Public hearing closed. 
Council Comments. 
Richardson stated no one came up with a compromise, there were no demands made.  This is a 
good agreement for the Town and the development is paying their way.   
Camp feels this is good development for Silverthorne and we can absorb two-hundred and forty 
units.  
Long disagrees with Ms. LeCoq.  She remembers Ms. LeCoq grandfather; he owned all of the 
Eagles Nest land and sold the property to Mr. Wu.  Leslie’s family is as guilty as anyone of 
contributing to Silverthorne sprawl.  She is looking forward Leslie’s family brining in their 
application for their development.  Everist has worked with the Town.  At first she questioned the 
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increase in density but when she studied the facts, the assessed evaluation of the two hundred 
and forty homes is minimal to the eight-three large homes originally proposed.  There is a lot 
going on in Silverthorne, we aren’t going to stop growing.  We need this type of housing, currently 
there are only a small number of homes for sale.  Mr. Everist is doing a good justice for the 
community.   
Sandquist stated there is a lot of growth in Silverthorne.  At the March Town Council meeting, the 
continuation requested by Council was not for the developer to go out and reach a compromise 
on density but to talk to the community about some of the issues.  We can only vote on what has 
been presented to them.  She likes the Developmental Agreement, it is viable to the Town and 
she supports it.   Staff has put a lot of time into the agreement. 
LONG MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2015-10, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE SOUTH MARYLAND CREEK RANCH DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
TOWN OF SILVERTHORNE AND MARYLAND CREEK RANCH, LLC.  MOTION SECONDED.  
MOTION PASSED BY COUNCIL PRESENT.  (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
A. Resolution 2015-09, a Resolution Approving the Second Amended and Restated  
 Water Service Agreement between the Town of Silverthorne and Maryland Creek 
 Ranch, LLC 
Zach Margolis, Utility Manager presented Resolution 2015-09 to Council for consideration; he 
asked if there were any questions.  He summarized his staff report and requested approval.    
LONG MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2015-09, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE SECOND AMENDED AND RESTATED WATER SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE TOWN OF SILVERTHORNE AND SOUTH MARYLAND CREEK RANCH, LLC.  MOTION 
SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED BY COUNCIL PRESENT.  (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
B. Pre Development Agreement for the Town of Silverthorne and Lake Dillon Theatre 

Company Project 
Ryan Hyland, Town Manager, presented the Pre Development Agreement for the Town of 
Silverthorne and Lake Dillon Theatre Company Project.  He reviewed his staff report and 
recommended approval.  Staff has looked in the length of the agreement and it is appropriated 
since the building will be new. 
Richardson asked about the 2016 theater season. 
Hyland stated they plan to be in the new facility for the 2016 season. 
Camp feels the theater moving to Silverthorne is very important to Silverthorne.   He thanked staff 
for all of their efforts.  
Fowler is impressed with how fast and professionally this has come together. 
Richardson hopes not to bankrupt the theater in the next 20 years.  
Hyland stated it is a partnership and if they succeed we will succeed.  The Theater supports the 
twenty year lease. 
CAMP MOVED TO APPORVE THE PRE-DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR THE TOWN OF 
SILVERTHORNE AND LAKE DILLON THEATER COMPANY PORJECT.  MOTION 
SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED BY COUNCIL PRESENT.  (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
C.   Appointment to Fill Council Vacancy 
Ryan Hyland Town Manager reviewed his staff memo and the need to declare a vacancy with 
the passing of Jonathan Bird.  The Council candidate interviews occurred June 9, 2014, there 
were seven applications and six interviews. 
Sandquist thanked all of the candidates for applying; it was a great pool of candidates. 
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FOWLER MOVED TO APPOINT JOANNE NADALIN TO FILL THE TOWN COUNCIL 
VACANCY UNTIL THE TOWN COUNCIL ELECTION IN APRIL 2016.  MOTION SECONDED.  
MOTION PASSED BY COUNCIL PRESENT.  (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
None.  
 
RICHARDSON MOVED TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:46 PM PURSUANT TO 
CHARTER SECTION 4.13 (C) AND CRS24-6-402(4)(E)TO INSTRUCT NEGOTIATORS ON 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE TOWN OF SILVERTHORNE.  
 
HE FURTHER MOVED TO ADJOURN THE COUNCIL MEETING AT THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE EXECUTIVE SESSION.  MOTION SECONDED.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
BY COUNCIL.   (BUTLER ABSENT) 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
 Executive Session pursuant to Charter section 4.13 (c) and CRS 24-6-402(4)(e) to 

Instruct Negotiators on Economic Development in the Town of Silverthorne. 
 
INFORMATIONAL: 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION CONCLUDED AND MEETING AND ADJOURNED AT    P.M. 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
ANN-MARIE SANDQUIST, MAYOR PRO TEM 
 

ATTEST 
_____________________________________ 
MICHELE MILLER, TOWN CLERK 

 
 
These minutes are only a summary of the proceedings of the meeting.  They are not intended to be comprehensive or to include each 
statement, person speaking or to portray with complete accuracy.  The most accurate record of the meeting is the videotape of the meeting, 
maintained in the office of the Town Clerk. 

 
 
 


