Western Ecosystems, Ine.

Ecologzcal Consultants
905 West Coach Koad, Boulder, CO 80302 (303)442—6744

June 21, 2001

Mt. Tom Warnes
Seminole Land Holdings
P.O. Box 23358
Silverthorne, CO 80498

Re:  Results of 2001 boreal toad breeding season monitoring on Silver Mountain Village, Summit
County, Colorado.

Dear Tom:

As you know, the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) recommended that surveys of potential
boreal toad (Bufo boreas boreas) breeding habitats be conducted on the Silver Mountain Village (SMV)
property. This recommendation recognized that the only potential breeding habitats on the
property occur south of Ruby Ranch Road, which would isolate and buffer those habitats from
proposed SMV development north of the road. Having received authorization from you to
conduct the surveys, this letter documents the results of the 2001 surveys, represennng the second
of two consecutive years of sutveys.

Surveys were conducted on May 16, 29, and June 12, 2001 following general Goettl and Boreal
Toad Recovery Team (1997) and Boreal Toad Conservation Strategy Team (1997) guidelines, as
selectively modified by Boreal Toad Recovery Team (1998) and conversations with the CDOW (T.
Kroening). The nocturnal survey was conducted on May 16 after a diurnal reconnaissance of the
site; the other surveys were diurnal. Based on 2000 survey results, I thought it would be better to
conduct the nocturnal survey eatlier in the breeding season when adult toads were more likely to be
ptesent and the ponds less covered emetgent aquatic vegetation, rather than waiting until
subsequent replications. All surveys covered all potentially suitable boreal toad breeding habitats on
SMV, limited to the active beaver pond complex south of Ruby Ranch Road. That wetland
complex extends over properties other than SMV. The surveys did not cover the entire complex,
but only those portions on SMV propetty, as shown on the attached map. The survey arca erred
on the biologically conservative side and covered the entire ponds bisected by the property line,
plus one pond above it. Surveys wete timed to coincide with the period when adult toads, eggs, and
tadpoles would be present at breeding sites and when evidence of toads would be most detectable.

No evidence of boreal toads was located on SMV during the 2001 surveys. However, beaver ponds
along the unnamed intermittent creek south of Ruby Ranch Road contain potentially suitable




Mr. Tom Warnes
June 21, 2001
Page 2

breeding habitat, although it is apparently unoccupied. Non-breeding habitats outside of this
wetland complex are limited and hostile. Adult striped chorus frogs (Pseudacris triseriata) were
detected calling from the larger beaver ponds in the wetland complex, all on Ruby Ranch, during all
surveys. Calling activity was greatest on May 16, with substantial numbers still calling during the day
on May 29. No other amphibians were detected during the surveys.

It is possible that previously unidentified boreal toad populations may persist in suitable habitats on
the west side of the Blue River Valley, south of [-70, based on known populations upstream. A
large boreal toad breeding complex occurs in North Ten Mile Creek and a population was
discovered tn Meadow Creek in 1998 (T. Kroening, CDOW, pers. comm.). Until recently a
breeding population also occurred in Straight Creek. Other extant populations also occur m upper
tributaries of the Snake and Blue Rivers. The Straight Creek population, if extant, is now largely
isolated from the west side of the Blue River Valley by the Blue River, intervening development,
and unsuitable habitat. However, toads washed downstream into the Blue River from other
populations could concetvably colonize downstream areas. Nevertheless, it would be a circuitous
route indeed for a toad to climb out the Blue River, find its way west through residential and
commercial developments, cross Highway 9, and cross the SMV pasture (where the intermittent
creek supporting the beaver ponds south of Ruby Ranch Road terminates) to colonize that wetland
complex. More likely, toads would now have to colonize this wetland from the Meadow Creek
population via a cross-country (terrestrial) route, which is not impossible. Until the late 1960's,
when the first bore of the Eisenhower Tunnel was opened, all the above populations were
"connected" and the riparian corridor along the Blue River was possibly a local movement corridor.

Attached are completed copies of the 2001 survey forms and map. I should also forward a copy of
this letter and forms to the CDOW for their files. Please review this letter and authorize me to
forward a copy to the CDOW,

Please call me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(e

Richard W. Thompson
Certitied Wildlife Biologist

Western Ecosystems, Inc.

RWT/s
Attachments
Ce: D. Martshall, dhm design
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